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LETTER FROM LYNEA 
 

     Thanksgiving just passed and this time I can't believe how much I have to be thankful for.  It is 
approaching our 18th year and finally, the dream that began so long ago is coming to fruition.  The Cat 
House is # 1 in the state in the Animal Rescue Site $100,000 Shelter Challenge together with 
petfinder.com.  We are also # 6 in the entire U.S.!  CAN YOU BELIEVE THIS? 
     Yes, this was, IS, my dream.  Without all of you, however, the dream would have ended long ago.   
Because of you and your belief in what we are about, (and the unbelievably timely intervention by Jack 
Perez and his YouTube video), we have found new life and vitality.  The dreams we have cherished for so 
long are coming to be. 
     As long as you believe in our mission we can and will continue to save the unwanted, abandoned, and 
abused animals in need of our help.  The more animals we save, the more it takes to support our mission.  
Please continue to pass on our message, vote for us on The Animal Rescue Site and say a prayer for our 
continued success. 
     This remains not just my dream, but OUR DREAM.  I cannot thank all of you enough for what you have 
done for me and for them. 
                                                                                                                              Have a wonderful Christmas, 
                                                                                                                                                             Lynea 

 
 

THE ANIMAL RESCUE SITE CHALLENGE 
      
     As most of you know, we are fighting for top billing in The Animal Rescue Site together with Petfinder.com 
$100,000 Shelter+ Challenge for a chance to win the Grand Prize of $20,000.  Thanks to your votes, we won 
$1,000 for having the most votes in week # 8 and have consistently been in 1st place in the State of California and 
have been bouncing back and forth between 9th to 5th place in the overall status.  Time is running out.  The 
contest ends on Dec. 20th, so now is when we need to pump up the voting!   
     Please go to The Animal Rescue Site, click on "Click, It's Free" button (this provides funding for food to 
animal shelters around the country).  After you have "clicked", a new window opens, and right above the word 
"Thank You" is an area to vote for an animal shelter.  Click the "Vote" button, and when that window opens, 
enter "The Cat House on the Kings" and "CA" in state, click "SEARCH", vote for "The Cat House on the Kings" 
then confirm your vote by typing in the animal pictured.  
     Pass this info on to every one you know, sign up for the daily email reminder, keep voting daily and let’s win 
this thing!!! 
 

500 CATS BOOK AVAILABLE 
 

     Our childrens' book, 500 CATS, by Emmy-nominated entertainment correspondent for 
NBC’s Today Show Jill Rappaport with our own Lynea Lattanzio, is now available.  You can 
pick up a copy at the shelter (with a donation of $10), at Willow Bridge Books near Oakhurst or 
order your copy from Amazon.com. 

 

 

http://www.petfinder.com/
http://theanimalrescuesite.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0061799092?ie=UTF8&tag=thcahoonthki-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0061799092
http://www.theanimalrescuesite.com/clickToGive/home.faces?siteId=3&link=ctg_ars_home_from_shelteroutreach_maincolumn


CAT HOUSE HALLOWEEN UPDATE 
 

     The Oct. 31st Cat House Halloween fundraiser turned out to be our best event ever, 
raising over $10,000!!!  This success was due to the faithful supporters we already have 
plus loads of new volunteers, many first time visitors and several new donors.   
     For a class project, a group of Fresno State students (Monique Benavente, Sal Cruz, 
Nicole Skaff and Jessica Madrigal) volunteered by marketing and garnering donations and 
new volunteers for the fundraiser plus they served as welcoming committee the whole day.  
This generous gesture made a considerable improvement in the outcome of this event.   

     A new addition to the festivities was DJ Tyrone White, owner of PartyDJParty.  What a 
difference it made having music and someone to announce tour times, work the cake walk, 
introduce guests and winners of the costume contest, among other things.  He did a great job.  
We will be inviting him back and hopefully he will be a permanent 
fixture at all our events!!! 
     We also had a visit from Julie Urich AKA Lady Jules, a member of 
an all-female hip-hop dance team The Beat Freaks.  Julie is an avid 
animal lover and animal advocate, having spent countless hours helping 

various shelters raise awareness.  She spent the day petting, visiting with the animals and 
signing autographs.  We were honored to have her be a part of our day. 
 

    Our heartfelt thanks go out to the 
businesses and individuals who 
donated for the silent auction, raffles, 
bake sale and cake walk: 
Pacific Park 
Elaine’s Animal Inn 
Port of Subs 
Exquisite Nails 
Eddie’s Bakery 
Peppermill Resort, Spa & Casino 
Santa Fe Basque Restaurant 
Antonio’s Mexican Restaurant 
Woolf Farming 
Dinuba Platinum Theater 
Visalia Cellar Door 
El Nopal Bakery 
Blackbeard’s 
Yosemite Mountain/Sugar Pine RR 
TGI Friday’s 
Fresno Philharmonic 
Wahoo’s Fish Taco 
Bloom Healing Arts 
Hot Wax of Fresno 
Naked Fish 
Sierra Summit 
David’s Party Rental 
Great Harvest Bread Co. 
Dog Gon’ Clean 
River Park Golf 
Fitness Together 
Yosemite Ranch Steakhouse 
The Dog House 
Creative Nails  
LA Boxing 
Railroad Pass Hotel-Henderson NV  
Fresno Grizzlies 
Doug-Out Cookies 

Chevys Fresh Mex 
Applebee’s  
Copper River Country Club 
Garner’s Stationary 
Relaxed and Revitalized 
Daniel’s Mexican Grill 
Denny’s  
Riverbend Golf Club 
Batter Up Pancakes 
Fresno Chaffee Zoo 
Author Peggy Krause 
E & D’s Barber Shop 
Victoria Jackson 
Yvonne Jewell 
Carleen Bubenik 
Lydia Conn 
Trevor and Joani Joy 
Terry Gilmore 
Judy Evans 
Virginia Silva 
Cynthia Barnett 
And the volunteers who worked so 
hard to make this day special: 
Carmen Gutierrez 
Karla Cortez 
Pat Miranda 
Leni Mortensen 
Judy Alcorn 
Serena Cardona 
Margarita Davila 
Matthew Cegielski 
Pepe Orozco 
Alfonso Padron 
Marcey Stark 
Jackie & Dominique Dale 
Bonita Guzman 
Amorette Guzman 
Trisha Lopez 

Linda Baker 
Craig Munson 
Ethan & Jake Turner 
Helen Fort 
Sal & Rachel Cruz 
Monique Benavente 
Nicole Skaff 
Jessica Madrigal 
Wanda Grove 
Steve & Aurora Bettencourt 
Jesse Garcia 
David Bertles 
Leo Villalobos 
Maritza Balbuena 
Anahi Vielma 
Claudia Warkentin 
Jolene Higley 
Joe Aguayo 
Madeleine Armi 
Ester Davila 
Carol Lehtonen 
Jim & Chrissie Rudai 
Julia Ann Corsaro 
Kara Irwin 
Tammy Barker 
Melita Baldwin 
Brianna Murrieta 
Jaime Horio 
Gabby Lopez 
Lauren Powers 
Chris Oviedo 
Homer Oviedo 
Jorge Miranda 
Daniel Perez 
Pam Nishimoto 
Ivor Durham 
Sara Hamilton 
Jan Arrants

http://www.partydjparty.com/
http://www.thebeatfreaks.com/


THE CAT HOUSE CHRONICLES BY ZANEY GRAY 
 
      I have SO much news for all of you that I barely know where to begin!  These are such exciting times  
at our Disneyland for cats.  The seniors are all moved in to their new digs, the kittens occupy the VIP  
suites for the entire facility and we have our very own BOOK!  But that’s not even the news I’m most  
excited and touched by for this article. 
     I know, I know.  I always come across as this tough, smart-alecky, wise guy of a cat, but some of you out there 
must suspect that I’m really a big ol’ softy at heart.  I wrote about a number of my special needs friends in my last 
report which may have tipped you off.  I have heard it said that there’s a home out there for each and every one of 
us, no matter our looks or condition.  Now, I have proof positive that this is true! 
     My wonderful friend, Slider, the all black teenager with disabled back legs found his forever home!  A really 
cool lady came just to meet him and see if Slider would be a good fit for her four-month old kitten.  See, she had 
rescued a day old kitten with totally paralyzed back legs.  She didn’t care that her little Nigel would never be able 
to use a litter box.  She loved him just as he was, but she thought he would love a playmate to help him learn how 
to move and grow strong.  Slider purred as only Slider could when he headed off to his new life. 
     Then, just last week, another of our spoiled rotten kittens found her forever home away from the KQ.  That in 
itself isn’t unusual, but the fact that this little sweetheart’s totally deaf is.  This beautiful all white kitten can’t hear 
even the tiniest paw step.  Yet, she confidently followed her human visitors around the adoption room, rubbing 
against any and all potential new parents.  Her new mom came looking for two Siamese kittens, but she ended up 
leaving with one Siamese and a very special white angel. 
     I still hold out hope for the rest of us!  I know not all of us will find forever homes.  After all, most of us here 
know we’re already home.  But, I hear blind Shadow sigh when she hears Kathy leave.  Poor Ronnie, he can’t see 
his beloved Linda, but he certainly knows her voice.  Bernice, with her strangely fixed legs, yearns for her own lap 
and loving hands to scratch that special spot under her chin.  Our special someone could be reading this newsletter 
right this very moment. 
                                                                                                                                                                     Zaney Gray 

 
ADOPTION SPECIAL FOR DECEMBER 

 
     Our adoption fee is $50 for a cat or kitten.  
You can adopt a second kitten under 5 months 
old for an additional $25.  Or, as a very special 
offer for the month of December, you can add a 
second kitten from the Kitten House that is over 
5 months old and the total adoption fee will be 
ONLY $50 for both!  We still have MANY to 
choose from and two are better than one!   Click 
here to see why.  Check out all our available 
animals on the Adopt Page on our website. 
                                                                                              

 

 

FOR THOSE OF YOU GETTING THE 
HARD COPY NEWSLETTER 

 
If you have access to the internet and an email account, 
we can send you a notification when the next newsletter 

is available for viewing on our website.  If you would 
like this option, please send your full name and email 
address to pat@cathouseonthekings.com and we can 

set this up.  This option will cut down on postage, 
envelope and manpower costs and save a tree  

plus the newsletter looks a lot better on the web. 
 

And thank you to those who have already switched over! 

 
  

http://cats.about.com/od/wheretoadoptacat/ss/twokittens.htm
http://www.cathouseonthekings.com/adoption/index.php


IN MEMORY OF 
 

Guy Badasci 
from Pat and Terry Harper 

 
Agnes M. Carter 

from Marsha Koncsol 
 

Hal Mortensen 
from Sara Hamilton, Judy Alcorn, Helen Fort and  

Gerald and Tarn Beardsley 
 

Molly Barr’s Josephine 
from Katherine Kohler-Yap 

 
K. O. Eckland 

from Dan Eckland 
 

Mooch 
from Jim and Chrissie Rudai 

 
Sandra Neill-Hull 

from Mary and David Pylman, Mrs. Harvey Knight,  
Leanne Muira, Arlene Thompson and Pat Callistro 

 
Spartacus 

from Cecile Harding 
 

Spike 
from Georganne James 

 
Summer Churchill 

from Kathleen Gorman 
 

Bell 
from Georganne James 

 
Big Shot 

from June and Chuck Withers 
 

Bruce Brown 
from Peggy and Mark Vaughn and Pat Callistro 

 
Calvin Soukup 

from Deborah and Steven Soukup 
 

Cutie Pie 
from Martha Robles 

 
Midnight 

from Ted and Robert Dembowski 
 

Noelle 
from Georganne James 

 
Cow Cat 

from Linda McCormick 
 

IN HONOR OF 
 

Andrew Dodd and Kat Kool 
from Arlena Dodd 

 
Venus Phillips 

from Jo Rambaud 
 

Lynea’s 60th Birthday 
from Nancy Weber 

KID’S CORNER 
 

 

FUN FACTS from www.catscans.com

Ailurophilia is the "love of cats." 
 
The nose pad of a cat is ridged in a pattern that is unique, just like the 
fingerprint of a human. 
 
There are more than 500 million domestic cats in the world, with 33 different 
breeds. 

The largest cat breed is the Ragdoll.   Males weigh twelve to twenty pounds, 
with females weighing ten to fifteen pounds.   The smallest cat breed is the 
Singapura.  Males weigh about six pounds while females weigh about four 
pounds. 

Calico cats are almost always female. 

If your cat is near you, and her tail is quivering, this is the greatest expression 
of love your cat can give you.   If her tail starts thrashing, her mood has 
changed --- Time to distance yourself from her. 

Egyptians shaved their eyebrows as a sign of mourning when they lost a 
beloved cat. 

 

http://www.catscans.com/


CHRISTMAS PET TIPS 

If you are having a holiday party, close 
your pet into a quiet room with a favorite 
toy where it will not be stressed by all the 
strange sights and sounds. Guests may not 
be as careful when coming and going as 
you are. Having a pet run away at 
Christmas time is a sure way to invite the 
Grinch for the holidays.  

If possible, put your Christmas tree in a 
room that your pet does not have access 
to. If this is not possible, follow the 
guidelines below.  

Do not use tinsel or foil garland if you 
have a young kitten in the house, or if 
your cat likes to eat everything it finds. 
Just as string and thread pose dangers to 
your pet, tinsel can tear up your pet’s 
intestine if ingested.  

Make sure your pet cannot get to the 
water under your live Christmas tree. The 
sap from the tree, and the additives 
frequently added to the water to preserve 
the tree can make your pet ill.  

Securely anchor your Christmas tree. 
Your pet may try to climb up the tree, 
toppling your work of art in the process. 
Consider putting an eye bolt in the ceiling 
and tying the tree to it.  

You may want to use unbreakable 
ornaments during the rambunctious first 2 
years of a cat’s life. The glitter of 
dangling glass ornaments is irresistible to 
a kitten.  

Be prepared to find ornaments on the 
floor when you get home. Your kitten will 
bat them and play with them, despite your 
best efforts. It will try to climb up the 
tree. 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MY TWO CENTS by Pat Miranda 
 

     Jack Perez is a director/producer/script writer from the Los Angeles 
area.  He surrendered a cat to us about four years ago and was so 
impressed with the facility, and being the caring and generous animal 
loving person that he is, promised to come back when he had time to help 
us promote our sanctuary.  A year ago last spring, he finally did just that.  
Jack came to the shelter and spent the whole day filming the cats, the 
facility and Lynea.  Back to LA he went to edit and bring into existence 
the video that’s on YouTube now.  It’s just shy of five minutes long, but 
the impact it has had is incredible and overwhelming.  We have people 
from all over the world viewing this video.  The response was immediate.  
Emails came pouring in and hits to our website went through the roof. 
     At about the same time, we met Ivor Durham, a fellow cat rescuer from 
the bay area.  Because his rescue operation doesn’t have a shelter, just 
foster homes, when they get ferals or unadoptable cats and kittens, they 
quickly run out of space for new arrivals.  Wanting these cats to live a 
normal, free life, he found us and surrendered a truckload of kitties.   
     Noticing that our website was out of date, Ivor, and his partner in 
rescue, Christina Peck, offered to create a new and improved site for us, 
free of charge.  Of course we accepted.  Christina designed and organized 
it and Ivor orchestrated all the technical stuff that makes it work.  
     And the rest is history.  Jack’s YouTube video got people interested 
and curious about The Cat House which led them to the website and Ivor’s 
creation gave them a venue for seeing for themselves what we are all 
about. 
     Thanks to the brilliance and compassion of these two men, The Cat 
House is finally on the map - globally!  We now have new steady 
supporters from all over the world and donations are coming in.  Because 
of the interactive website, we can accept donations, surrender and sponsor 
payments through Paypal, our Sponsor- A-Cat program has gone from 6 or 
7 new sponsors a year to 250 new ones in just 1 ½ years, and the adoption 
and surrender processes have been streamlined.  
     All of these changes have enabled us to pay off some old debt, make 
some much-needed improvements and expand our facility, allowing us to 
save more lives.  
     I must admit it has created a heap more work. For the office staff... tons 
more email to answer (Lynea has had to learn how to email and answer 
her own), more donations to log in, phone calls up the wazoo, our mailing 
list has gone from a little over 2,000 to over 7,300, which creates more 
newsletters to print and more data input.  We have had to add to the crew 
in the office.  And the website...it’s a living growing entity.  With each 
new feature we add, someone suggests another, or Tammy, Carmen, 
Lynea, Karla or myself want to add or change something, which Ivor 
graciously does without ever complaining about what pests and pains in 
the bum we have become. And I’m proud to say I have my very own 
personal Mujibar tech support dude (Ivor’s alter ego).  

WISH LIST 
 Canned Friskies cat food (large cans) 

 Canned kitten food 

 Home Depot, Lowes, OSH, Costco 

and Walmart gift cards 

 Clumping litter 

 Paper towels 

 Bleach 

 Postage Stamps 

 Heavy duty tall kitchen trash bags 

 Pinesol 

     And the poor shelter staff ...more cats to take care of, more mouths to 
feed and water, poop to scoop, kennels to clean, with the new kitten 
quarantine, we are able to take in additional babies, but that means more 
medicating, more vaccinations and more poop, so we’ve had to add more 
shelter staff, too.  The list goes on and on, but I wouldn’t change a thing.  
The world has finally taken notice of The Cat House on the Kings!! 

 

 
 



LETTERS, NOTES AND PICTURES 
 

 

 
       

     My name is Diego. I came from The Cat House on the Kings and was 
fostered by Kathy (who I will always love and never forget). I just turned 6 
months old and finally found my "forever home".  
     My new Mom, Jen, drove all the way from Las Vegas to get me. She 
saw my picture on the website and read all about me. She said she had 
always wanted to visit The Cat House on the Kings, so she drove all the 
way from Las Vegas to get me. It was a long trip home, but after I did 
enough crying, she let me sleep on her lap the whole way.  
     When I got to my new home, I was greeted by my two new brothers, 
Kirby who is 4, and Murray who is 5. They seemed okay, but didn't want 
to play with me. Kirby kept hissing and Murray just watched me from afar 
as I played with all my new toys.  
     Well, on the 2nd day in my new home, I had had enough - I wanted 
someone to play with me  - so I just pounced on both those cats with no 
fear, and it worked! We rolled around and had so much fun.  
     I think I am going to love it here. 

Here are some pics of the new 
members of the clan.  They 
are the medicine to a tired 
soul.                                          
Terri Courtney 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
CRYSTAL CAT WATCH RAFFLE 

 
     The prize for this raffle is a Gossip Pave Crystal Cat 
Design Watch donated by Carleen Bubenik of Sanger 
and can be yours for the price of a single raffle ticket if 
you are the lucky winner!   

     Mesmerizing with marquise-
shaped aurora borealis eyes, a 
fabulous feline shines with clear 
pave crystals covering its body, 
tail, and face. The chic cat covers 
this Gossip(R) watch's white dial. 
Silvertone hour, minute, and 
second hands and Arabic numbers 
at 3, 6, 9, and 12 complete the 
face. A black croco-style strap 
finishes the fun, fetching look. 
Stainless steel case back.  
Approximate measurements: Strap 
6-1/2"L to 7-1/2"L x 3/8"W. Cat 
2"L x 1"W. 

     For this special raffle, we will draw the winning 
ticket February 8, 2010 live on our webcam at noon 
Pacific Time, weather permitting.  Raffle tickets are 
just $1 each, but there is a $5 minimum purchase to 
cover our costs. To enter send a check or money order 
to The Cat House on the Kings, 7120 S. Kings River 
Rd., Parlier, CA 93648 made payable to The Cat 
House on the Kings and marked "RAFFLE TICKETS" 
on the memo line and your tickets will be mailed back 
to you within 10 days. You need not be present to win. 
 

 
 

 
 

UNSUNG HEROS 
 
     We owe a debt of gratitude to our supporters who 
donate to our cause, and though we don’t want to 
minimize their efforts, it is with deep appreciation we 
also bring to light the other folks who make our 
mission achievable.  We’re talking about the angels 
who adopt our furry friends, sponsor the life-time 
residents and volunteer.   
     Those of you who have adopted one or more of our 
felines have made room for us to take in other 
unwanted or abandoned cats and kittens that would 
have starved on the streets or worse.  You have also 
given your new family member the life they deserve.  
     Many of our cats came to us as adults with 
behavioral problems, others came as kittens that just 
grew up and many are simply not-so-friendly, all 
reasons why they are not appealing to perspective 
adopters.  Sponsors have made it possible for us to 
give lifetime care to many more cats than we could 
without their support.     
     Volunteers play an important role in any nonprofit 
organization’s achievement.  Our Petco off-site 
adoption/foster volunteers make it possible for us to 
save and place many more cats and kittens than we 
normally would.  Those who assist at our events make 
things run smoothly and help cut down on expenses, 
which was so obvious by the success of our last event.  
Some come and regularly clean kennels and others 
help with office duties and newsletter labeling and 
stuffing.   
     The operation of a sanctuary is a large and 
complicated undertaking.  Our success depends greatly 
on others financial support, time and skills.  Without 
their unselfish contributions, we would not be able to 
provide a safe and permanent home for so many 
otherwise unwanted cat and dogs.   
     It is impossible to put into words the depth of our 
gratitude for all that they do.  Everyone at The Cat 
House on the Kings would like to wish them all a 
healthy, safe and peaceful holiday season. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.cathouseonthekings.com/index.php


ODDS AND ENDS 
 

We have so much to be thankful for.  These are just a 
few of our ongoing supporters that help us immensely 
yet don’t get enough thanks. 

 
     Hill's Pet Nutrition has a 
mission to help enrich and 
lengthen the special relationships 
between people and their pets. 
Learn more about Science Diet 
and Prescription Diet pet foods at 
HillsPet.com. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Go to http://www.freekibblekat.com to play the Meow Trivia  
game to get food donated for our cats! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

                                                                        

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Cat House on the Kings 

is a private, nonprofit, no-cage, no-kill 
sanctuary, rescue and adoption center for cats 

run solely on donations and out-of-pocket 
funding by our founder  

Lynea Lattanzio. 
 

The Cat House is open to visitors Thursday 
through Sunday 

 (except major holidays)  
from 1 PM to 4 PM,  

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. 
 

We are located near Reedley, CA,  
southeast of Fresno. 

 
The Cat House on the Kings 

7120 S. Kings River Road 
Parlier, CA  93648 

(559) 638-8696 
 

Email: info@cathouseonthekings.com 
lynea@cathouseonthekings.com 

 
Visit our web site 

www.cathouseonthekings.com
 

Federal Tax ID #27-0015288 

         Kara Hoffman 
 

Housekeeping Services 
References Available 
hskpr@sbcglobal.net 

 
(559) 322-6633   cell (559) 801-4587 

 

http://www.petco.com/
http://www.bellrockgrowers.com/
http://www.preciouscat.com/
http://www.hillspet.com/
http://www.freekibblekat.com/
http://www.cathouseonthekings.com/

